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In Plainview, NY on Sunday, Sept 2, 2018
Welcoming Sardar‐e‐Azam Manjit Singh GK

Guru Gobind 
Singh Sikh Center

Sep. 2-16, 2018

The Golden Temple in Amritsar, India is the largest pilgrimage site in the world that feeds between
40,000 to 100,000 people of all faiths for free every day.   

Manjit Singh GK, President of Delhi Sikh Gurdwara
Management Committee, announced on August 25 visit to
New York that the International Center for Sikh Studies in

Delhi will be opened to public next April on Baisakhi day.  The

project aims to deliver the universal message of Guru Granth
Sahib and the journey of Sikhism through multimedia. 

Canada's Prime
Minister Justin
Trudeau helps
prepare Guru
ka Langar in

the kitchen of
Golden Temple
during a visit to

Amritsar in
India on 

Feb. 21, 2018.
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A
n ambitious international
center is coming up in
India to impart knowledge

and awareness about the Sikh
faith to people amid a rise in hate
crimes against people of the
minority community in many
countries.

The sprawling International
Centre for Sikh Studies (ICSS) is
an initiative of the Delhi Sikh
Gurdwara Management
Committee (DSGMC) under its
President Manjit Singh GK. New
York-based hotelier Sant Singh
Chatwal has made a huge contri-
bution to the project.

ICSS is being built at New
Delhi's Gurdwara Rakab Ganj
Sahib complex, and will be inau-
gurated on Vaisakhi day in April
2019. The center will play a piv-
otal role in explaining the Sikh
religion and its universal message
of humanity and equality, Sant
Chatwal told the media at an
event on August 24 at one of his
hotels in Manhattan. He said
Sikhs around the world are facing
hate crimes and are misidentified
because of their articles of faith
and this project is about the uni-
versal message of Guru Granth
Sahib and the journey of Sikhism.
He added that the Centre will col-
laborate with research institutes
and universities around the world
to bring scholars and students to
the Centre to facilitate their
research and studies.

The center will house a hi-tech
auditorium, digital research
library with thousands of books
and a museum that will have the
Guru Granth Sahib copy hand-
written 400 years ago.  The center
deploys the latest technology
showcasing holographic projec-
tion, depicting and presenting
sacred Sikh scriptures and Sikh
history, and art galleries.

Manjit Singh GK, president of
DSGMC, said the information will
be available at the center in
English, Hindi and Punjabi as
well as Spanish, German and
Chinese. “One will be able to
access the information from any-
where in the world,” he said.

The ICSS project was con-
ceived in 2015 and is estimated to
cost Rs 30 crore. It is designed by
filmmaker Bobby Bedi and archi-
tect Robin Matharu, written by
diplomat Navtej Sarna, and pre-
sented by actor Kabir Bedi.

“The Punjab government, pre-
viously led by the Akali Dal and
the BJP, supported us with an
amount of Rs 10 crore,” Manjit
Singh GK said. “Religious minori-

ties, particularly the Sikhs, are
facing hate crimes around the
world. And the center will help
focus on the main principles of
the religion, which is among the
newest in the world. It will help
dispel doubts about the religion."

The Centre is expected to be
inaugurated by global ambassa-
dors and diplomats stationed in
New Delhi, emphasizing the mes-
sage of unity in diversity.

M
anjit Singh GK is President of the presti-
gious organization of Sikhs – the Delhi
Sikh Gurdwara Management

Committee (DSGMC). A visionary Sikh
community leader, his latest brain-
child is the International Center for
Sikh Studies. DSGMC under him also
raised a memorial to the victims of
the infamous anti-Sikh riots in India
in 1984. Manjit Singh GK is the son
of Jathedar Santokh Singh who
earned tremendous respect for
his selfless service towards the
Sikh community. Like his father,
he was honored with the title of
Sardar-e-Azam. DSGMC’s main
charge is the Bangla Sahib gurd-
wara near Connaught Place in the heart of town.
This gurdwara gets over one million international
visitors in a year and Manjit Singh GK has modern-
ized the infrastructure and facilities to serve them.

"We have opened an information office for pro-

viding guidance to international visitors and
deployed seven tourist guides who can speak dif-

ferent foreign languages," Singh says, adding,
"We have published literature on Sikhism in

10 foreign languages, including French,
German, and Spanish." A hundred thou-
sand copies of Sikh literature was hand-
ed out to tourists in the first half of
2018 alone. Baba Baghel Singh Sikh
heritage multimedia museum, located
in the Bangla Sahib gurdwara, is visit-
ed by around 2,500 tourists daily.

Manjit Singh GK is also president
of Delhi unit of Shiromani Akali Dal
and is carrying forward the legacy of
his father and traditions of the Akali
party. Apart from giving selfless

service to Sikh community and DSGMC, Manjit
Singh GK works with his party to fight for Sikh
rights. He is known for his modern outlook and has
keen interest in environment conservation and
education.

P
erhaps inspired by the
9/11 Memorial in New
York, the Delhi Sikh

Gurdwara Management
Committee (DSGMC) under
Manjit Singh GK has raised a
memorial for Sikh victims killed
during the 1984 riots as a
“reminder of injustice”.

It is housed in the Rakab
Ganj gurdwara, a stone’s throw
away from the Indian
Parliament building in New
Delhi  “to remind the Indian
government of its failure to do
justice to its people." 

Called "The Wall of Truth",

the memorial built in an area of
2500 sq mt was opened to the
public in January 2017.

The memorial has names of
thousands of Sikhs killed in the
1984 carnage and people from
other communities who laid
down their lives trying to save
them etched on its walls. 

On a raised platform is a
weighing scale, symbolizing
equality before the law. The
walls culminate near a pool with
fountains. At night, 1,000-foot
laser beams rise from the pool,
symbolizing the heavenward
journey of the departed souls. 

International Centre for Sikh
Studies to open in Delhi

Memorial in Delhi for 1984 Sikh riots victims 
The memorial is housed in the Rakab Ganj gurdwara

complex near Indian Parliament building in New Delhi.

Manjit Singh GK: Serving the Sikh
community in changing times 

SP2

Manjit Singh GK is the President
of Delhi Sikh Gurdwara

Management Committee, and is
spearheading  the International
Center for Sikh Studies in Delhi. 

Darshan Singh Bagga, the
publisher of this Journal,
remarked,  "Hon. Sardar
Tarlochan Singh and Sardar
Manjit Singh GK have great
visionary skills with Sikh his-
tory that they are able to
progress forward without los-
ing the roots of Sikhism. We
wish they continue on this
path of great work.” He added,
Sardar Tarlochan Singh came
to the World Punjabi
Convention in 2006 as a
patron and spoke greatly about
Sikhism and its history which
impressed the audience."

(Sitting, from left) Darshan Singh Bagga, Paramjit Singh Rana, Padma Bhushan Sant Singh Chatwal,
Sardar‐e‐Azam Manjit Singh GK and Bobby Singh at the New York event to announce the Delhi center. 

MP and former Chairman of
National Commission for

Minorities, Tarlochan Singh is the
convener for the International

Centre for Sikh Studies.
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I
n most depictions of Guru
Nanak Dev Ji, the
founder of Sikhism, you

would see him flanked by
two men named Bala and
Mardana, one a Hindu, the
other a Muslim, the only two
religions around in India in
his time in the 15th century.
By keeping the two disciples
close, the Guru was sending
an interfaith message: That
there is good in every faith
and we can imbibe that.

The origins of my faith,
Sikhism, are steeped in
interfaith thought. The Guru
Granth Sahib, the holy scrip-
ture of the Sikhs, that we
consider the living guru, is a
compilation of the writings
of 32 Bhagats (saint-devo-
tees) of different sects and
castes. 

So, Guru Nanak has been
my inspiration in starting
the Global  Interfaith
Foundation and ‘One World

Under God’ journal.
The guru’s  ‘Sacha Sauda’

(fair deal) story is another
inspiration. Guru Nanak’s
father gave him Rs 20 to
start and grow the money in
some trade. The guru
instead spent it on feeding
some sadhus, and argued
that that was money well
spent. As for myself, after
being blessed of undreamed
of material success here in
America, I have decided to
give back to society, to be of
some help where I can, no
matter how small.

What spurred me in this
directions was a near-mira-
cle early this year. I had a
stiff shoulder for nine
months, which restricted
movement of my arms for
which doctors could not find
a cause. 

This Vaisakhi in April
while prostrating in  a gurd-
wara, I thought I would not

be able to get up without
help and may get con-
strained in time to even be
able to tie my turban. I
prayed and beseeched
Waheguru to heal my shoul-
der. I tried to get up and
there was a crackling sound
in the shoulder (evidently
some entangled nerves got
straightened out) and I am
now as active as before.
Right there I said,
“Waheguru everything is
yours.” 

The power of prayer works
in mysterious ways. I believe
that even the opportunity to
serve is due to God’s grace. A
day after my shoulder heal-
ing, I was at a gathering and
was told that the final work
on the Plainview gurdwara
being expanded and rebuilt
in Long Island was held up
because of lack of funds. I
pledged then and there that I
will give any money needed

for a good cause and pledged
over a hundred thousand for
the dome of the building and
Nishan Sahib as well as the
elevator. I became active in
getting the Certificate of
Occupancy and guided the

gudwara adminsitration
with the town policies. We
celebrated with a prayer
when within 8 weeks we
received the occupancy cer-
tificate. The gurdwara was
opened to public on July 16.    

Inspired by the founder of Sikh faith

Guru Nanak Dev Ji, the founder of Sikhism, had two close disciples: Bala, a Hindu, 
and Mardana, a Muslim.  Guru Gobind Singh Ji, the 10th guru,  shaped  Sikh religion, 

which has become the 5th largest in the world.
In 2011 I was part of the group invited to the first White House 

celebration of the birth anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev.

Why I am starting Global Interfaith Foundation and this journal,  ‘One World Under God’

By Darshan Singh Bagga  

In 1999, on the occasion of the 300th anniversary of Khalsa we took
a Sikh delegation from the Glen Cove gurdwara, of which I was 

the trustee, to Albany. And we got photographed with 
the then Lieutenant Governor of New York.

One World Under God

B
hai Kanhaiya
(1648–1718)
was a disciple

of Guru Tegh
Bahadur and was in
the service of the last
Sikh guru, Guru
Gobind Singh.
During the frequent
skirmishes and bat-
tles between the
Sikhs and the enemy,
Bhai Kanhaiya was
often seen carrying a
mashak (leather pouch used to carry water) to
serve water to anyone who was thirsty.

In the battle of Anandpur Sahib in Punjab in
1704, he did this seva with love and affection
without any discrimination between the Guru's
Sikh soldiers and the Mughal armies' soldiers.
This stirred up stern criticism amongst his fellow
Sikhs. On being summoned by Guru Gobind
Singh, Bhai Kanhaiya explained, “I saw no
Mughal or Sikh on the battlefield. I  only saw
human beings. 

And Guru Ji, they all have the same God’s
Spirit?”

Pleased, the Guru gave him medical balm and
said, “From now on, you should also put this balm
on the wounds of all who need it.”

This is the spiritual version of the humanitari-
an organization, Red Cross, which was started in
the late 19th century, founded to protect human
life and health, provide emergency assistance,
disaster relief, and disaster preparedness educa-
tion in war and peace time.

Precursor of Red Cross 

Bhai Kanhaiya tending to the wounded in battle.
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I
am getting a sense of déjà
vu. In India, 20 years ago I
dreamt of a magazine that

will take from the best of the
religious and spiritual tradi-
tions of India and the world,
and present the material trans-
muted in modern idiom and in
a reader-friendly format. That
project saw the light of day – as
Life Positive. I helmed it for 10
year and it is still alive and
kicking.

Fast forward to this day and
this land. Some months ago,
Mr Darshan Singh Bagga
mooted  the  idea of an inter-
faith newspaper that will pres-
ent the best and most positive,
life-enhancing aspects culled
from each religion. He said the
paper should endeavor to pro-
mote inter-religious under-
standing and social harmony
on the one hand and on the
other, highlight religious plu-
ralism  that supports American
founding principles of truth,

justice, equality and liberty.
Given my past experience in
the subject matter, expertise in
the nitty-gritty of publications
as well as personal predilec-
tion, I accepted the offer to edit
the new paper.  It is born as
‘One World Under God’ and
the inaugural issue is in your
hands.  

We hope to receive the coop-
eration of leaders from all
faiths, as well as the religious
places and centers in New York
and the surrounding areas. It is
a community service and we
hope to continue in that spirit.
We are committed to a publica-
tion that will eschew contro-
versy,  and any iota of criticism
of faiths of others. We have put
together an excellent team of
scholars in their individual
religions who are also blessed
with an interfaith outlook.  We
need to expand this team, for
which you the reader is wel-
come to recommend names.
On the content of the fledgling

paper, we welcome comments
– bouquets and brickbats both.
More important, please suggest
ways and means how we can
improve.

A word will be in order here
about Mr Bagga and his
indomitable spirit. He is telling
his own story on another page
and musing on what propelled
him to start this newspaper, a
venture where the profit
motive is not even on the hori-
zon or in the back of the mind.
Most people his age will like to

be out to pasture, hang up their
boots. Lounging around the
fireplace, they would rather tell
stories to their grandkids of
their triumphs and tribula-
tions. 

Not our Mr Bagga. He is still
personally running his sprawl-
ing investor/builder business.
He continues to be active in
many community organiza-
tions and the running of a cou-
ple of gurdwaras. 

Yet, he has the appetite and
the gumption and the energy

and the stamina to start a
newspaper  on a subject that
can get contentious at the drop
of a hat.

Why? I think Mr Bagga feels
that having much earlier real-
ized his American Dream, he is
now feeling compelled to give
back to the community and
society and the country that
gave him much beyond his
dreams when he landed here
from India 45 years ago. He
also genuinely feels that efforts
needs to be redoubled to
ensure that no community falls
victim to ignorance about their
look, culture or faith. America
was built better – it IS better
than that.

Now, over to you, Dear
Reader, to have your say.   

TAPPING THE POSITIVE
POWER OF PLURALISM

By Parveen Chopra

Parveen Chopra is also the
Managing Editor of The
South Asian Times. 
In India he had founded
Life Positive, a spiritual
magazine. 

With globalization and life becoming  cosmopolitan,
pluralism is the future.

Congratulations  

Global Interfaith Foundation President  

Mr. Darshan Singh Bagga  

on the grand opening of 

 Bagga Plaza II in Hicksville,  

and best wishes to  

One World Under God Newspaper!

 Wishing you every happiness  

as you celebrate Independence Day and the  

350th Birth Anniversary of  

Guru Gobind Singh Ji.

 Thank you for seeking to strengthen  

your community and Nassau County!

NASSAU COUNTY EXECUTIVE 
LAURA CURRAN

Message from Nassau County Executive Citation from Town of Oyster Bay
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I
wonder many times why
Waheguru helped me ful-
fill more than my

American Dream. When I got
my first job due to my turban
and unique look at $175 a
week in my profession as an
engineer I had 70 dollars in
my pocket and was able to
make a little fortune. Perhaps
God gave me his blessings, so
I could help my Indian
brethren and serve the Sikh
community by helping build
the gurdwaras. Or that I
never swerved from my Sikh
faith.

In 1970 when I came to
this country people told me
that America is a melting pot,
and why don’t you merge
your identity with their cul-
ture. I said no, I have prom-
ised my mother that I will not
leave my faith and if I don’t
get proper work or job I will
come back to India. Being an
electrical engineer, I was con-
fident that I will get jobs easi-
ly if I returned to India.
Thoughts of cutting my hair
would never cross my mind.

When the first wave of new
immigrants came from India,
I was in a position to help
them get accommodation and
guide them in how to go
about getting work. You see,
because of my unique looks
in the very beginning I was
able to move from YMCA to

Clinton hotel in Manhattan
becasue the moment I went
to that hotel the manager
knew who Sikhs were and
offered to give me a free
room, which I refused and
said I would only stay if he
accepted money. Later on, I
helped many Indian new-
comers move into the Clinton
Hotel with me.

Then I pushed to start a
gurdwara in Richmond Hill,
the first one on the East
Coast of USA.  You see, new
arrivals from big industrial
cities in India would come to
know about us through net-
working back home. Landing

at JFK, they would head
straight to the gurdwara and
the sevadar there would open
the doors no matter what
time of day or night, assuring
them food and shelter. I
would help people, guide
them how to prepare for
interviews and where to go
for jobs. On the east coast
this gurdwara was the only
place where Indian newcom-
ers could get a place to stay
and eat for free.

My Sikhi Saroop also fortu-
nately became a factor in get-
ting the loan for the
Richmond Hill gurdwara,
approximately 80,000 sq ft.
About ten years ago, a multi-
million loan to complete the
project was not coming
through from a bank.  The
loan officer saw the men with
turbans walk in and asked
them if they knew Darshan
Bagga. They told him yes and
he asked them to bring me
with them. Reason being,
that person knew me as I had
taken a loan from that bank
17 years back and he remem-
bered my name because of
my unique look due to my
turban. When I went in, the
manager suggested I deposit
a million dollars in the bank
and this caused the loan for
the gurdwara to be approved
in no time on my personal

credit and without personal
collateral and the gurdwara
was completed. This gave me
more happiness than any
multimillion dollar loans I
took for my own projects.

The other gurdwara for
which I had the honor to do
sewa was in Glen Cove, which
was a 30,000 sq ft building
on 15-acre land by the water-
front.  I also arranged to get a
loan for that gurdwara from
my own personal credit with-
out the bank taking any guar-
antee from the management.
With God’s blessing, the bank
did not ask for any personal
property to be held as collat-
eral besides the gurdwara
building.

Going back to the 1970s,
another incident that is worth
mentioning is that many
engineers from India around
that time were able to get
jobs in the New York tele-
phone company. But Sikhs
were not taken in unless they
cut their hair. Two guys said
‘no’ and approached us in the
management of the
Richmond Hill gurdwara. We
filed a discrimination suit.
But a problem arose. When
the Human Rights commis-
sioner looking into our com-
plaint came calling, some-
body from the management,
which was a mix of Sikhi

saroop and others, said that
“to be a good Sikh, you only
need to be well-versed in the
religion and not necessarily
have Sikhi saroop.”  Finally,
however, Dr I.J. Singh and
Gurcharan Singh helped us
win the case.

To avoid such problems in
the future, I took the lead and
we decided to start a Sikhi
saroop management gurd-
wara in a place we rented
called the Knights of
Columbus. That is how we
started the Sikh Center gurd-
wara in Flushing for which I
was the president.  Its loca-
tion was very convenient near
the subway and the lots of
Indian community were liv-
ing in the area. We wrote the
constitution that all the exec-
utive committee has to be
Sikhi saroop. This is perhaps
the first such constitution of a
gurdwara in United States
insisting on that condition.
As of today the Sikh Center
has one gurdwara in Flushing
and a branch about 15 miles
away, perhaps the only case
of two gurdwaras having the
same constitution as both are
known as the “Sikh Center”.
We thus set an example that
other gurdwaras like the one
in Richmond Hill are now fol-
lowing - to have Sikhi saroop
management committees. 

How my faith as Singh with the turban
helped me get a little fortune

Many dreamers come to America seeking fame and fortune. But Darshan
Singh Bagga is unique in that he actually went on to make a little fortune.

He wonders many times why God was so kind to him. In this article he 
poses that question, and finds out the reasons for the blessings he received:

not swerving from his Sikh faith and doing service to the community. 

By Darshan Singh Bagga  

In 2001, traveling from Delhi to Bhopal with Manmohan Singh,  Lovlin
Bagga said people of his caliber should become the prime minister of

India. He was not hopeful, so she said I will pray for you.
Her prayer was answered in 2004.

Mr Bagga posing with family when in 2006 the Asian American
Society honored him as ‘Visionary Developer of the Year’.

Celebration of Guru Nanak Dev Ji’s birthday for the first time in the
White House in November 2011. Mr Bagga presented a plaque to a

representative of President Barack Obama on behalf of the Sikh com‐
munity. President Obama issued a statement marking the occasion
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‘One World Under God’, was launched
at a grand event on July 22 at Bagga
Plaza II in Hicksville. The event 
attended by over 200 people was
addressed by faith leaders and 
dignitaries including Town of Oyster
Bay Supervisor Joe Saladino. The 
journal is published by Global Interfaith
Foundation started by Darshan Singh
Bagga, an investor/ builder turned 
philanthropist.  The event was covered
extensively in the August 18  issue of
this paper and widely  reported 
by the media. 
Here are some 
more pictures. 

MORE FROM THE 
INTERFAITH EVENT

Panj Pyare from the Hicksville gurdwara appeared on stage during shabad kirtan. 

Town of Oyster Bay
Supervisor Joe

Saladino launching
‘One World Under

God’, the journal that
aims to promote inter‐
faith understanding,

religious harmony and
world peace.

The 200‐strong
audience 

comprised 
people from 

various 
communities.

(From left, sitting) Prof I.J.
Singh, Supervisor Saladino,

Darshan Singh Bagga, Media
magnate Dr Sudhir Parikh,

Mrs Lovlin Bagga and Srujal
Parikh, FIA President on stage.

In the tradition of langar at Sikh
gurdwaras, wholesome, vegetarian

lunch was served to all guests. 
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Patrons
Dr Sudhir M. Parikh
Parikh Worldwide Media

Sudhir Parikh, M.D., is a lead-
ing allergist and

Padma Shri and
Ellis Island
Medal hon-
oree. He is the
Chairman and

Publisher of
Parikh

Worldwide Media
group that publishes five periodi-
cals including News India Times
and Desi Talk,  and has recently
acquired ITV Gold network.

Rev. Thomas W. Goodhue
Formerly led LI Council 
of Churches

The Rev. Thomas W. Goodhue
is a United

Methodist cler-
gyman who has
served church-
es in Hawaii,
Manhattan,
and Long

Island and led
the Long Island

Council of Churches for 17 years.
He is completing a book about
how to be a good neighbor in a
multi-faith world.

Dr. Dattatreyudu Nori
Set up 2 Sai temples

Dr Dattatreyudu Nori is a
noted Radiation

Oncologist. He is
a Professor and
Executive Vice
Chairman of
the Radiation
Oncology

Department at
The New York-

Presbyterian Hospital/Weill
Cornell Medical College in NYC.
He is also Padma Shri honoree.
Nori Foundation set up by him

serves the needy in medical relief,
education, and community servic-
es. The foundation has estab-
lished Sai Mandir in Baldwin, NY,
and Shirdi Sai center in Iselin, NJ.

Hon. Daniel Palmieri
Retired Judge

Justice Daniel Palmieri's dis-
tinguished career includes 7 years

spent as Justice of
the Supreme
Court, Tenth
Judicial
District,
Nassau County

where he served
until his retire-

ment in 2017. After
his retirement in 2017 he was
appointed Senior Counsel with
Reisman Peirez Reisman &
Capobianco, the Garden City
based firm.

Trustees
Prof IJ Singh
Sikh scholar

I(nder) J(it) Singh has a PhD
in Anatomical Sciences from the
University of Oregon Medical

School  and a DDS
from Columbia

University. He
is now
Professor
Emeritus of
Anatomical

Sciences at NYU.
A prolific writer

and speaker on his journey as a
Sikh in America, he is the author
of five collations of essays on
Sikhs and Sikhi.

Dr. Yousuf U. Syed
Trustee, The Selden Mosque

Dr. Yousuf U. Syed is a pathol-
ogist who was affiliated with the
Einstein College of Medicine in
NYC, etc. He hails from the
Hyderabad  Nizam’s royal family.
Dr. Syed is well known for his

interfaith peace
efforts.  He is
Chairman of
the Global
Interfaith
Peace Mission,

and Trustee of
Islamic

Association of Long Island / The
Selden Mosque.

Prof. Shailendra Palvia
LIU Post

Dr. Shailendra Palvia is a
Fulbright-Nehru

Senior Scholar
2016-17. He is
Professor of
MIS, College
of
Management,

LIU Post,
Brookville, NY.

He Is a writer-speak-
er on Jainism.

Ashok Vyas
ITV Gold

Ashok Vyas is a poet, Hindu
priest and pro-

gram director
with ITV Gold.
He is founder
of Insight for
Creativity and

brain behind
‘Hindu Creative

Alliance’.

Rabbi Yitschak
Hassine

Rabbi Yitschak
Hassine is
associated
with West
Hills Torah

Center in
Huntington, NY.

Board of Directors
Dr. Rajinder Singh 
Uppal, MD
Internal Medicine

With medical
degree from
India,  Dr
Uppal came to
the USA in

1971. He start-
ed solo medical

practice in Queens
and Brooklyn. He was honored as
wall of fame in 2001 at Wyckoff
Heights Hospital and elected
President of Medical Staff Society
in 2008. He also served on
Nassau County commission of
human rights. 

He ran free medical clinic for
four years at Richmond Hill gurd-
wara and twice went for weeklong
free medical camps to El
Salvador.  

He is a founder member and
served as President & Chairman
of Plainview and Glen Cove gurd-
waras. He is currently President
of International Punjabi Society,
New York.

Dr Faroque A. Khan
Islamic Center of Long Island

Prof Faroque Ahmed Khan
helped launch the

interfaith insti-
tute of the
Islamic Center
of

Long Island
in Westbury,

NY. He served as
Chairman of

Medicine at Nassau University
Medical Center from 1987 to 1999
and was appointed professor of
medicine at Stony Brook.

Dr Azad Anand
Neuro-radiologist

Dr Azad Anand
was born in

India on India’s
Independence
Day, August
15, 1947.

Moving to the
U.S. in 1975 he

pursued his career as a neuroradi-
ologist,  joining SUNY Stony
Brook as Professor and Director
of NeuroRadiology. Later he ran a
successful private radiology prac-
tice with 8 centers from Queens to
Riverhead.  Dr. Aannd founded
the Center for India Studies in
Stony Brook University. He is also
on the boards of Nassau
Community College Foundation,
L.I. Cares - Harry Chapin Food
Bank, LI Chapter of Red Cross,
and Xavier Medical School,
Aruba. 

Dr Sulekh Jain
Former President, JAINA

After getting his engineering
degree in India, Dr Sulkeh Jain

earned his Ph.D
from England. In

1969, he moved
to America and
is now the
President of
his own

Engineering
Consulting

Company in Houston, Texas.
Dr. Sulekh C. Jain currently

serves as the Chairman of the
International  School for Jain
Studies, North America; and is
former President of the
Federation of Jain Associations in
North America (JAINA).  

Dr. Balbinder Singh Bhogal
Hofstra University

Prof Bhogal is an  associate
professor in Religion and holder

of  Sikh Studies Chair
at Hofstra

University. His
primary
research inter-
ests are South
Asian religions

and cultures
specializing in the

Sikh tradition, partic-
ularly the Guru Granth Sahib, its
philosophy and exegesis.
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T
he Jain hand symbol
signifies friendly re-
assurance and the ethi-

cal responsibility of every
individual. The word AHIM-
SA (non-violence) appears in
the center of the palm.

Jain ontology states that
the soul can be found not
only in humans but in gusts
of wind, sparks of fire, in
flowing waters, in plants, in
microbes, and in rocks and
stones and soil, as well as in
insects, reptiles, birds,
marine life, and mammals

More than 2500 years ago,
Lord Mahavira proclaimed a
profound truth for all times
to come when he said, “One
who neglects or disregards
the existence of earth, air,
fire, water and vegetation dis-
regards his own existence
which is entwined with
them”.

The ancient Jain aphorism
“Parasparopa graho Jivanam
(interdependence)” means
that all life is bound together
by mutual support and inter-
dependence. This is refresh-
ingly contemporary in its
premise and perspective. It
defines the scope of modern
ecology while extending it
further to a more spacious
home. It means that all
aspects of nature belong
together and are bound in a
physical as well as metaphysi-
cal relationship. All living
things are connected in
nature, dependent on each
other for continued survival.
Life is viewed as a gift of
togetherness, accommoda-
tion and assistance in a uni-
verse teeming with interde-
pendent constituents.  

For each of us, life includes
birth, reproduction and death
– with each group of living
organisms having its own
unique life cycle. Some living
things have a short life span.
While several other species
have life cycles lasting hun-
dreds of years. In order to
survive and grow, all organ-
isms need to adapt to their
habitat, have their basic
needs met and overcome
many obstacles. If environ-
ment changes occur more

quickly than some organisms
can adjust, such as sudden
changes in climate, the sur-
vival and reproduction of cer-
tain living things may be
impacted. These days the sur-
vival of the planet, and in fact
of the entire human and non-
human race, depends on the
planet we live on.

There is much discussion
about greenhouse gases,
ozone layer, and shortage
of water, the warming up
of the environment,
pollution, and ecology.
As a result a new
movement called envi-
ronmentalism is in
vogue. In the 21st century,
there are no small man-
made happenings or disas-
ters; all are big and far-reach-
ing and their consequences
are most often global. When
such things happen, geo-
graphical boundaries disap-
pear and thus we all
become part of it. It is a
fact that due to pollu-
tion, many of India’s
cities are choking.
There are days when
one does not see the
sun (due to smog)
and the rate of
many kinds of
lung diseases
and cancers
are on the
rise. India
and its citi-
zens are pay-
ing a very high
price.

In the words of the cele-
brated scientist James
Lovelock, 'The earth is criti-
cally ill.' “Most of the species
vitally important for our sur-
vival have disappeared.
Mountains are denuded.
Rivers are drying up. Forests
have shrunk at a terrible
level. Drinking water has
become a scarce commodity.
Frequent famines, droughts,
floods, tsunamis in all parts
of the world are adding to our
misery every day. Climate
change seems to threaten our
survival into the third millen-
nium. In less than 200 years

all natural resources have
depleted and very little is left
for the coming generation. It
is a manmade disaster that
owes its origin to our unre-
strained activities and wan-
tonness”.

We Jains rightly believe

that several thousand years
ago, we talked, preached,
practiced, and developed the
whole concept of environ-
mentalism. Yet, I find little
actual environmentalism in
the Jain community barring
several pockets.  For exam-
ple, the lifestyle of our monks
and nuns and also of some
shravaks and shravikas (lay
men and women) is a model
example of environmental-
ism. In general, I am not
aware of any Jain leaders try-
ing to inspire the community
and draw their attention to
this crucial issue.
Environmentalism has a

direct connection with ahim-
sa (nonviolence). If we pol-
lute, we create suffering and
most probably the death and
extinction of many species.
Beyond that we endanger our
own survival.

Below, I share one example
by a concerned Jain industri-
alist who strived to leave his
footprints in reducing pollu-
tion. I am sure there are
many such examples within

the Jain community.  For
that we must start an

effort to document such
initiatives.    About 18
years ago, I went to
Agra (about 120 miles

from New Delhi) in
India. The city is home to

the famous world heritage
monument; the Taj Mahal.

There I met the owner of a
large factory - a Jain. His fac-
tory produced steel parts for
India’s booming automotive
industry. The process starts
by melting steel in large fur-
naces which were heated by

high sulfur coal that emit
very yellow, dirty, and poi-

sonous gases. This conse-
quently caused acid

rain. There were more
than 300 such (medi-

um to small scale)
factories in the

vicinity doing the
same thing.

Both the dirty
gases and acid
rain not only
affected  the
quality of water,
health and
safety of their

workers, but also seriously
started affecting the marble
of Taj Mahal. In those days
one could easily see a
yellow or pale col-
ored sheen or film
on the generally
shining white
marble of the
Taj Mahal. After
many studies,
the Govt. of India
decided to close
down all those dirty
smoke emitting factories.
Many did just that but not
Mr. Jain’s factory. Mr. Jain
realized the damage his and

other factories were doing.
He started looking for alter-
natives. After some search he
discovered that there was a
gas pipeline about 15 miles
from his plant. Working with
the Gas Company he installed
a gas supply line to his plant
and used this gas to generate
electricity which in turn heat-
ed his steel melting furnaces.
This was a significant invest-
ment which he did on his
own, thus nearly reducing all
the pollution and acid rain
casing elements. The net
result was that not only his
product scrap (defective parts
in production) went down,
productivity and quality sig-
nificantly improved; on time
delivery was much better and
customers and the govern-
ment were all pleased.  He got
more orders from his cus-
tomers and recouped back all
the capital investment within
a year. This was a win win for
all. His was the only factory
that survived, made more
profit and left positive foot-
prints on the environment.

This is what I call Doing
well by doing good.   

I sincerely hope that Jains
will equate pollution of envi-
ronment with acts of serious
himsa and realize that all
species, from one- to five-
sensed, including human
beings, have a strong desire
to live and we must respect
this in our thoughts and
actions, as Lord Mahavir
said.
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Dr. Sulekh C. Jain is the
Past Secretary and
President of the
Federation of Jain

Associations in
North America

(JAINA). Dr.
Jain also
authored a
book An
Ahimsa
Crisis: You

Decide, which
can be accessed

as an eBook free
of charge at

www.isjs.in.
Email; scjain@earth-
link.net

Care for the environment - a Jain perspective
By Dr. Sulekh C. Jain

Doing well by doing good
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Guru Gobind Singh Ji
was the tenth and last
of the human form

Gurus of Sikhism, the 5th
largest religion in the world. A
divine messenger, a warrior, a
poet and philosopher, Guru
Gobind Singh Ji will go down
in history as the one who
molded the Sikh religion,
founded by Guru Nanak ji,
into its present shape, with
the institution of the Khalsa
fraternity, and completion of
the sacred scripture, the Guru
Granth Sahib, in the final
form that we find today. 

He was born Gobind Rai in
1666 at Patna in Bihar state of
India, but soon his family
moved to the northwest part
of India. At the tender age of 9
he succeeded his father, the
ninth Guru, Guru Tegh
Bahadur Ji, following his mar-
tyrdom in Delhi for his sacri-
fice for the forcible conver-
sion.

Upon the sacrifice of his
father, Guru Gobind Singh Ji
felt compelled to organize the
Sikhs into a community of
saint-soldiers. During the
spring of 1699, at what turned
out to be a pulse-pounding,
dramatic event, he called his
followers for a special gather-
ing on the occasion of
Vaisakhi. Arriving to address
the massive audience with a
sword in hand, the Guru
asked the congregation if any-
one would be willing to sacri-
fice their head for him. People
were stunned into silence by
this request. Yet, after a while,
one brave man approached
the Guru in full submission.
The lone disciple was led into
an enclosure by the Guru.
After some time, the Guru
emerged with a blood-stained
sword and asked for another
head. Overcome with shock,
the audience could not believe
what they were seeing; howev-
er, another devoted follower
stood and offered his head to
the Guru. Eventually, with the
same outcome, three more
devoted disciples offered their
lives to the Guru. After the
fifth devotee was led into the
tent, to the surprise of the
audience, the Guru emerged

with the five followers fully
clothed in the cloaks of the
Khalsa, or Pure.

This made the Guru the
sixth Khalsa, and his name
changed from Guru Gobind
Rai to Guru Gobind Singh Ji.

Guru Gobind Singh ji also
initiated the 5 K's tradition of
the Khalsa: Kesh - unshorn
hair, Kangha - a wooden
comb, Kara - an iron or steel

bracelet worn on the wrist,
Kirpan - a sword or dagger,
and Kacchera - short breech-
es.

The Guru thus revitalized
the Sikh identity, ushering in
a definitive evolution of the
Sikh community into a com-
munity of saint-soldiers. After
initiating the five "beloved
ones" into the new order of
the Khalsa, the Guru knelt
before them and requested

that they initiate him with
specially prepared amrit
(Holy Nectar). In the annals of
human history, such a trans-
formation into a distinct and
solidified community, culmi-
nating in the baptism of the
prophet by his followers,
remains a unique and defining
moment. The period following
the execution of Guru Tegh
Bahadur was a period when

the Mughal Empire under
Aurangzeb was an increasing-
ly hostile enemy of the Sikh
people. The Sikhs resisted, led
by Guru Gobind Singh, and
the Mughal-Sikh conflicts
peaked during this period.
Aurangzeb had even issued an
order to exterminate Guru
Gobind Singh Ji and his 
family

Guru Gobind Singh Ji
believed in a Dharam Yudh

(war in defense of righteous-
ness), something that is
fought as a last resort, neither
out of a wish for revenge nor
for greed nor for any destruc-
tive goals. To Guru Gobind
Singh, one must be prepared
to die to stop tyranny, end
persecution and to defend
one's own religious values
which include Equality and
freedom these resemble the

founding principles of the
United States of America. He
also wrote: When all peaceful
means of resolution have
failed, it is righteous to draw
the sword.

He led 13 wars with these
objectives, but never took cap-
tives nor damaged anyone's
place of worship. The Guru’s
family had to offer terrible
sacrifices for the sake of the
community and the nation.

Guru's mother Mata Gujri
and his two younger sons
were captured by Wazir Khan,
the Mughal governor of
Sirhind. The sons, Zorawar
Singh aged 8 and Fateh Singh
aged 5, were executed by
burying them alive into a wall
after they refused to change
their religion, and Mata Gujri
collapsed on hearing her
grandsons' death. His eldest
sons, Ajit Singh and Jujhar
Singh, aged 13 and 17, were
also killed in the battle of
December 1704 against the
Mughal army.

Before his own death at the
hands of an assailant in 1708,
at a relatively young age of 42,
the Guru added the writings
of Guru Tegh Bahadur to the
Sikh scriptures, thereby giving
a final revision to its form.
The Guru also declared the
lineage of living Gurus fin-
ished and requested his fol-
lowers to seek spiritual guid-
ance from the Guru Granth
Sahib. In essence, the light of
Nanak, the first Guru, was to
be forever enshrined within
the pages of the Guru Granth
Sahib alongside the scriptures
from 32 spiritual people from
all castes. To illustrate his
point that the Guru Granth
Sahib was the final Guru of
the Sikhs, and as a sign of
humility, Guru Gobind Singh
did not include his own writ-
ings, over 1400 pages worth of
literature, in the Guru Granth
Sahib. 

One World Under God

First, God created the
Light; then, by His
Creative Power, He
made all mortal beings.
From the One Light, the
entire universe welled
up. So, who is good, and
who is bad? The
Creation is in the
Creator, and the Creator
is in the Creation, totally
pervading and permeat‐
ing all places.

– Guru Nanak Dev Ji,
founder of Sikh religion

SIKHISM DasrshanBaggaCharity.com

Saint‐Soldier who shaped the Sikh religion
Tribute on the 350th Anniversary of the Saint-Soldier who was the 10th Guru of the Sikhs

By Darshan Singh Bagga

Guru Gobind Singh Ji receiving amrit from the Panj Pyare

Guru Gobind Singh Ji’s Sons being walled in alive for not abandoning their faith.
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A
n essay leaning on sci-
ence to parse an endur-
ing practice? An instinc-

tive reaction might be to
chuckle.  But we prefer all
information or events evi-
dence-based, whether life and
death, love and hate, war and
peace, even religion.

Seva, one leg of the defining
triad of Sikhi, mandates shar-
ing life’s rewards with the
needy.  Two additional legs are
honest earnings, and aware-
ness of the Infinite within us
all, enabling universal connec-
tivity. 

Honest earning and sharing
with others are social con-
structs emerging from spiritual
underpinnings of Sikhi.  Social
and spiritual facets, like a pair
of oxen yoked to a plow, teth-
ered to common purpose.
These two imperatives (Miri &
Piri), never to be ideologically
sundered, form a whole greater
than the sum of the parts of a
non-negotiable tenet.

How logically tenable are
our hypotheses about seva? Is
our DNA hardwired for seva? 

An Op-Ed in The New York
Times caught my eye.  The
headline “Don’t Indulge Be
Happy,” unlike pop psyche,
spoke to me of the bedrock
foundations of Sikhi.  The
authors: Elizabeth Dunn and
Michael Norton, respectively
professors at British Columbia

and Harvard. Their research
methodology and their hypoth-
esis open some windows of the
mind. 

Their topic: Human atti-
tudes after people reach a level
of material comfort.  They
posit that “once you have
achieved $75,000 annual
income in the USA, earning
more doesn’t increase happi-
ness.  For middle class
America, this amount, neither
piddlingly small nor obscenely
large, is attainable.  Beyond
this reasonable number, exces-
sive wealth accumulation does-
n’t help.

The moral: Even though
money is a critically impor-
tant need, there is more to life.

We can spend money either on
ourselves or on others.  

Research shows that happi-
ness is more intense and
longer lasting if the money is
spent on others. Dunn and
Norton note that: “Even chil-
dren feel better when they
share what they have.”  Self-
overindulgence remains unsat-
isfying.  We are better served
by buying simply for others,
rather than more for ourselves.

Our “needs” are few and
simple, our “wants” never-end-
ing.  The gulf between the two
defines us. Remember the oft-
quoted lines from the Sikh
morning prayer (Guru Granth
p.1), “Bhukyaa(n) bhukh
na utrae jay banna

purya(n) paar…” 
Seva defines sharing our

lives with others.  Giving unto
others in need, not only
addresses their need; more
importantly, it sates our own
inner urge to share and give.
That’s an important measure
of a productive, well-lived life -
- and that is an existential
need. 

From a bargain, seva
becomes a necessity. Look not
for payoffs of seva.  Never cavil
or complain when the gods
seem to overlook our lifetime
of seva and, despite our
prayers, the lottery ticket does-
n’t pan out.

The human DNA houses the
propensity to seek instant grat-
ification for a good deed, as
well as the gene for seva.  Ergo,
Guru Granth asks that we lose
the self in seva so that the
cause transcends the self (Aap
gavayay seva karay taa
kitch paayay maan…). St.
Francis of Assisi offers a simi-
lar notion: “It is in giving that
we receive…”

Instant reward and a sense
of entitlement must be ban-
ished. Guru Granth says so,
and now so do these scientists.

Dunn and Norton likely
have no desire to be drawn into

any religion’s creed or tradi-
tions, even though their obser-
vations merge language and
methodology of both science
and the spiritual reality.

Seva is a fundamental
human drive to help others.
Both science and religion pro-
vide remarkable insights into
the human mind.  Their tools
and languages are different but
complementary.

An exchange with Guruka
Singh at Sikhnet highlighted
four fundamental truths rooted
in Sikhi: 1. Our happiness is
inversely proportional to our
obsession about our own
predicaments; 2. Seva is trans-
formational for those engaged
in it; 3. As the source of all
power, Seva is the way to uplift
the self and humanity; and 4.
Seva is never a commercial
transaction.

Without intellect and faith
yoked to each other and oper-
ating in tandem, religion is
reduced to dogma and rituals,
while science becomes mere
technique and mechanics.

The author is a prolific
writer and speaker on his
journey as a Sikh in America.

D
r Rajinder Singh Uppal
is an eminent internist
and a senior member of

the Sikh community who has
been associated with the main
gurdwaras in Long Island and
Queens, i ncluding the
Plainview gurdwara.

He recalls how he and a cou-
ple of friends got together
in 1988 to acquire a
church building
on Old Country
Road in
Plainview
for
$500,000
with a loan
of
$400,000
taken on per-
sonal guaran-
tees. And the
first gurdwara in
Long Island opened its
gates.

The good doctor is now in
the limelight as Plainview gur-
dwara on Old Country Road is
witnessing a Grand Opening
on September 2 after years.
Many are giving credit for its
second coming with greater

glory
than
before
to him.

We
inter-

viewed him
on his

involvement with
what he calls a project.

“I was approached in 2014
as the reconstruction of the
gurdwara had run into finan-
cial trouble. Legal and regula-
tory issues had brought the
work to a virtual standstill. To
get the ban lifted on construc-
tion, we took our case to the

federal court and pleaded that
we were being discriminated
against. In July 2016 we won
and gained permission to
build, redrawing the premises.

Now a grand opening is
planned for September. The
seven houses they acquired
around the gurdwara will
gradually be used for holding
functions by the sangat, for
running amenities like a
school and medical lectures.
Dr Uppal remembers how
from 1971 he led a free health
clinic in the Richmond Hill
gurdwara for some years.
Darshan Singh Bagga is all

praise for Dr Uppal’s adminis-
trative ability and finds the
new gurdwara beautiful
beyond words. Humbly, Dr
Uppal says, “I feel blessed that
I was found capable by the
almighty to do a certain serv-
ice.”

He says even in his medical
practice, he treats patients
knowing that they consider the

doctor no less than God. “In
the gurdwara everybody pres-
ent is sangat and has to be
treated with respect.

As for people working with
you, you have to mediate if dis-
putes erupt to hold the peace,”
is his mantra. With the
Plainview project complete, he
has already left the chairman-
ship.

One World Under God DasrshanBaggaCharity.comRELIGIOUS PLACES

SEVA: In giving we receive

Seva or service is one leg of the defining triad of Sikhi

By I.J. Singh

Guru Gobind
Singh Sikh

Center, 
Plainview

The reopened gurdwra is bigger and more
beautiful than before.

By Parveen Chopra

Grand Opening of Plainview Gurdwara
PROGRAM

Saturday, Sept 1 

7:00 pm 9:30 pm

Path Sri Rahras Sahib & Gur

Bani Vichaar   

Giani Amarjit Singh Ji 

Kirtan: Ragi Jatha Bhai Sarbjit

Singh Ji 'Laddi' 

Sabka Raagi Sri Harimandar

Sahib

Kirtan: Ragi Jatha Bhai

Gursewak Singh Ji

Followed by Guru Ka Langar

Sunday, Sept 2

Sri Akhand Path Hall

Sri Akhand Path completion:

9:00 am to 10:00 am

MAIN HALL

Naam Simran: 7:30 am - 9:00

am

Path Sukhmani: 10:15 am -

11:45 am

Kirtan: Bhai Sarbjit Singh Ji

'Laddi' 

Kirtan: Ragi Jatha Ragi Jatha

Bhai Gursewak Singh Ji

Gur Bani Vichaar:   

Giani Amarjit Singh Ji

Followed by Guru Ka Langar

DAILY PROGRAM

Mon - Sat

6:00 am - 7:00 am

Asa Di Vaar Kirtan

Mon - Thu and Sat

7:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Path Sri Rahras Sahib, 

Kirtan, etc

SUNDAY PROGRAM 

7:30 am - 9:30 am

Naam Simran

10:30 - 1:30 pm

Path Sukhmani Sahib Ji, Kirtan,      

Gur Vichaar  by Giani Amarjit

Singh Ji

Guru ka Langar
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I
want to share the Jewish
aspect of interfaith and a
very special idea that the

Torah teaches us. In the begin-
ning of creation God created
many things, animals trees and
everything. He created them in
big groups. There is one excep-
tion (humans). God didn’t cre-
ate an entire species of
humans. God didn’t create a
man and a woman. According
to the Torah, the way God cre-
ated Adam and Eve was actual-
ly back to back. They were lit-
erally one and then God sepa-
rated them and they were able
to face each other. So the town
boy asks why is it that God cre-
ated humans differently than
everything else in the world. To
which he was told the reason
God created Adam and Eve as
one was to teach us that every
single human is an entire
world. Every single person
alive is that one person. This
gives a whole new meaning to

the title of this journal. “One
World Under God”. They say
that if somebody who puts an
end to a life is as if they
destroyed a whole world. And
if someone saves a life it’s as if
they save the whole world.

But we are also celebrating
our independence as a nation. 

Today, I am not here to give
a scholarly talk about Judaism.
I will tell you what I share with
my children. I walk around
with a yarmulke (Jew skull
cap), so I look different.  Since
I was a child there is not one
country in the world where I
feel more comfortable being
who I am than in America.
America is truly a free country
where you can be yourself and
no one judges you and it’s an
incredible thing. This is some-
thing very, very special and
America is truly a blessed
country. The reason America is
so successful is because of its
power to unite people, to bring

them together and to let each
one be who they are.

When we talk about this idea
of unity it might make you a bit
nervous. The reason being I
want to stand out. I want to be
united with everyone but I am
me so would I want to lose my
identity? So I want to tell you
something very, very
Important. Every blade of
grass is different from any
other. When it snows there are
not two snowflakes that are
identical. And humans are
much more so. God did not go
through the trouble to make
you different just so you could
become like someone else. The
reason God made you the way
you are is because you are
essential.  We sometimes talk
about tolerance. It means, “OK,

you’re different but I
let you in and I
don’t really need
you but we’re not
going to push you
out”. We don’t
want tolerance
because no one
wants to be
just “tolerat-
ed”. What
we want is
interde-
pendence,
precisely
because
you’re dif-
ferent. Every single one of you.
You can build many temples
for God but always remember
that the most important mani-
festation of God in the world is
you. You are unique and only

you can manifest God the way
you do.

Rabbi Yitschak Hassine is
associated with West Hills
Torah Center in Huntington,
NY.

T
he Tanenbaum Center for
Interreligious Understanding is
a secular, non-sectarian non-

profit that promotes mutual respect
with practical programs that bridge
religious difference and combat preju-
dice in schools, workplaces, healthcare
settings and areas of armed conflict.

Tanenbaum was founded on
December 22, 1992 by Dr. Georgette F.
Bennett, the widow of the humanitari-
an interfaith leader Rabbi Marc H.
Tanenbaum, to build on his legacy.

Marc H. Tanenbaum was a Jewish
rabbi, but his congregation was
humanity: every religion, every color,
every country. He was instrumental in
organizing the international rescue
effort for the Vietnamese “boat peo-
ple”. He was the only rabbi at Vatican
Council II and participated in the
drafting of Nostra Aetate, a document
which repudiated anti-Semitism and
called for fraternal dialogue between
Christians and Jews. He helped organ-
ize an emergency relief effort for vic-
tims of the Nigerian-Biafran Conflict
and aided refugees from Ireland,
Cyprus, Lebanon, Uganda and
Bangladesh. Great universities hon-
ored him and called him “the human
rights Rabbi.”

Today, Tanenbaum designs training
and educational resources to change
the way people treat one another and
to celebrate the richness of our coun-
try’s diversity. In all its work,
Tanenbaum is inspired not only by

The Golden Rule—to treat others as
you would like to be treated—but also
by the Platinum Rule—to treat others
as they want to be treated.

Tanenbaum pursues its mission
through four main programs:
Education, Health Care, Workplace,
and Conflict Resolution and
Peacebuilding.

At a time when religion and reli-
gious identity are often misunderstood
and a source of verbal and physical
harassment, in its Education program,
Tanenbaum trains teachers and other
educators to create classrooms and
programs where all differences
(including religious differences) are
acknowledged as normal and bullying
is reduced.

Tanenbaum’s Workplace program
offers concrete strategies to put

respect into practice and stop religious
harassment and discrimination at
work. Using our Accommodation
Mindset©, Tanenbaum guides
employers to improve their bottom
line by constructively responding to
issues involving requests for schedul-
ing adjustments, holiday time off,
faith-based employee resource groups,
quiet rooms, and proselytizing. With
35 multinational Corporate Members
employing over 4 million people,
Tanenbaum is helping to transform
the working environment in nearly
100 countries.

For two decades, Tanenbaum has
identified, supported and worked with
religiously-motivated actors who risk
their lives to create just and peaceful
communities through its Conflict
Resolution and Peacebuilding pro-

gram. Today, their 28 living
Peacemakers in Action are in 23 con-
flict zones worldwide, working to stop
conflict, create stability, and overcome
the residue of hate that follows in the
wake of war. Currently, they work in
countries and regions including
Colombia, Sri Lanka, the Philippines,
Indonesia and in Africa. They also
work to end violence and peacefully
build a future amid the changing land-
scape in the Arab region (in countries
including Syria, Afghanistan, Yemen,
Iraq and Israel/Palestine).

A truly vibrant and pluralistic socie-
ty enables all of its members—includ-
ing religious and cultural minorities—
to feel free to be their full selves. By
working with societal institutions to
broaden norms of identity, belief and
practice, Tanenbaum does critical
work in building structures for lasting
peace and flourishing society. Through
its innovative programs that help
institutions learn about and integrate
people’s diverse identities in respectful
ways, as well as through well-
researched and nonpartisan strategic
communications campaigns such as
Combating Extremism, Tanenbaum
expands people’s understanding to
help to dispel misconceptions about
religious minorities—many of whom
come from immigrant communities—
and provides accurate information
about extremism among the general
public.

For more info: tanenbaum.org

One World Under God JUDAISM

From the speech the Rabbi gave at the launch
of ‘One World Under God’ on July 22.

You are the most important 
manifestation of God

Tanenbaum Center for Interreligious Understanding

By Rabbi Yitschak Hassine

DasrshanBaggaCharity.com

Tanenbaum Peacemakers in Action Dr. Sarah AK Ahmed
and James Lual Atak receive awards from Joyce Dubensky. 

Tanenbaum CEO 
Joyce Dubensky 
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A
round 1970 there were
about 40-50 Indian fami-
lies, Sikh and non-Sikh,

in New York and we used to
meet in the basement of a
school in Flushing. We would
have a prayer session and com-
munal meal, prepared by each
family taking turns. It became a
community hub and networking
place where we helped each
other and particularly the new
immigrants to find work or
habitation. Already working as
an engineer, I always proffered
help in this regard.

Soon we lost use of that
school basement and realized
that we must have our own gur-
dwara. Sardar Harbans Singh,
called the father of Sikh com-
munity in the USA who had set-
tled well in the city long back,
became the biggest contributor
to a gurdwara building fund we
raised. With that money we pur-
chased an old church building
at $65,000 on the condition
that the original structure will
be retained.

So in 1972 history was made
when the first major gurdwara
(Sikh temple) on the east coast
was opened in Richmond Hill in
Queens. Initially, devotees
brought cooked food from out-
side. But soon we had our own
in-house kitchen, as langar (free
kitchen) is a tradition in every
gurdwara. The gurdwara, near
JFK airport, soon provided a
place of refuge and spiritual
harmony for people from all
walks of life, not just Sikhs, par-
ticularly the new arrivals.

However, in a tragic incident
in March 2002, a fire of
unknown origin ripped through
the old building. But shortly
after in 2004 the construction
of the new building started for
which Sikhs from here and
around the world provided
monetary help.

I too was approached around
10 years back because a loan to
complete the project they had
applied from a bank in Suffolk
County was not coming
through. As the Vice President
saw the men with turbans walk
in he asked them if they knew
Darshan Bagga. They told him
that I was the founder of this
gurdwara in the beginning and
he asked to speak with me. The
manager of that bank knew me
as I had taken a loan from that
bank a long time ago. On the
manager’s advice I deposited a
million dollars in the bank and
without collateral, the loan for
the gurdwara was approved
within a week. This loan of 3
million dollars expedited the
construction. That was the hap-
piest moment of my life. 

Now the Richmond Hill gur-
dwara on 118th Street is
appraised at $20 million and is
one of the biggest Sikh temples
in the United States. From
approx. 8000 sq feet in 1972, its
built up area has grown 10
times to now approx. 80,000 sq
ft.  

It is run by Sikh Cultural
Society, which also organizes
the annual Sikh Day Parade in
NYC around Vaisakhi.

I believe that the gurdwaras
become a platform  for the
Indian community to network
with each other and this was a
major reason why I pursued the
committee to buy the gurdwara
as engineers in the beginning
years were in dire need of a job.
Also to invite politicians to tell
them about Sikhism, about our
founder Guru Nanak’s universal
teachings of kirat karo (honest
labor) and vand chhako (shar-
ing your good fortune with oth-
ers).

Details of the efforts will con-
tinue in the next issues of One
World Under God

From. 8000 sq feet in 1972, the Richmond Hill gurdwara’s built up area has 
expanded 10 times to now approximately 80,000 sq ft.  

The gurdwara is run by Sikh Cultural Society, which also organizes the annual Sikh Day Parade
in NYC around Vaisakhi.

The first Sikh temple on East Coast
Richmond Hill Gurdwara

By Darshan Singh Bagga

Pillars of the Gurdwara
They brought their unique talents 

to bear on the success and expansion
of the Richmond Hill gurdwara.

Harbans
Singh (1922‐
April 2018)
called the
father of the
Sikh commu‐
nity in USA,
with his wife
Harbans
Singh Kaur. 

Prof. IJ SinghDarshan and  Lovlin Bagga

Dr Rajinder Singh
Uppal with his

wife. He ran a free
medical clinic in the

Richmond Hill 
gurdwara in the

early years.  
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Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau along with his wife Sophie Gregoire and children help in

preparing Guru Ka Langar during their visit to the Golden Temple in Amritsar on Feb. 21.

Three of the first Sikhs to get approval to serve in the US Army 
with their religious insignia intact.

Canada’s Defence
Minister Harjit

Singh Sajjan 
(second from left)

and other 
turbaned Sikhs 

in the 
country’s 

parliament. 
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O
n Guru Purnima day, July 27,
with a gift of $800,000 , Drs.
Jasvant and Meera Modi of

Los Angeles signed the documents to
establish the  Bhagwan Ajitnath
Endowed Professorship in Jain
Studies at California State University
Northridge (a suburb of LA).

Modis are  big philanthropists,
particularly promote temples of
learning in Jainism at colleges and
universities in USA. So far they  have
been instrumental with  their big
donations in establishing  Bhagwan
Parshvanath Chair at University  of
California at Irvine, CA, Bhagwan
Mallinath Endowed Professorship at
Loyola Marymount University,
Bhagwan Vimalnath  Lecturership at
University  of California at Santa
Barbara, Shrimad Rajchandra Chair
at University of California at
Riverside and Bhagwan Mahavir
Post-Doctoral Fellowship at Rice

University and several other such ini-
tiatives.

Dr Jasvant Modi is the current
President of the Jain Center of
Southern California, Las Angeles.

The press release said that the Jain
community is grateful to the Modis
for their vision, dedication and sup-
port to the causes that  eventually will
help in sharing the wisdom,  richness
and philosophy of Ahimsa, compas-
sion, multiple perspectives and prac-
tices of non-attachment with Jains
and non-Jains.

CHAIRS IN JAINISM
4 University of California at Irvine,
CA, Bhagwan Parshwanath
Presidential Chair
4 University of California at
Riverside, CA, Shrimad Rajchandra
Chair
4University of California at Davis,

CA, Mohini Jain Presidential Chair

PROFESSORSHIPS 
IN JAIN STUDIES

4 Florida International University,
Miami, FL -- Bhagwan Mahavir
Professorship - Dr. Steven Vose
4 University of North Texas,
Denton, TX --  Bhagwan Adinath
Professorship - Dr. George James
4 Emory University, Dept. of South
Asian Religion, Atlanta, GA -- Dr.
Ellen Gough
4 Loyola Marymount University,
Los Angeles, CA -- Bhagwan
Mallinath Professorship
4 California State University,
Northbridge ,CA --  Bhagwan Ajitnath
Endowed Professorship in Jain
Studies
4 University of California, Santa
Barbara, CA --  Bhagwan Vimalnath
Lectureship in Jain Studies

One World Under God DasrshanBaggaCharity.comRELIGIOUS NEWS

S
hri Shirdi Sai Baba
Temple of Flushing, the
oldest house of worship

in the US for the revered saint,
has taken out a palanquin pro-
cession marking the culmina-
tion of  its weeklong Guru
Purnima celebrations.

The celebrations, part of the
centennial of Maha Samadhi of
Shirdi Sai Baba, drew over
5,000 devotees. The highlight
of the annual celebrations was
undoubtedly the procession,
which this year was renamed
as Ek Yatra from Palki.

Ek Yatra, in which represen-
tatives of all religions formed a
major interfaith segment, com-
prised nine parts representing
each of the nine forms of devo-
tion to God. Sai Baba propagat-
ed and worked for the unity of
all religions in his lifetime, and
mostly spent his adult life at
Shirdi village in Ahmednagar
district of Maharashtra.

A dance troupe and a music
band representing Indian eth-
nic groups -- mainly
Maharashtrian -- drew particu-
lar applause from participants
in the procession and onlook-
ers on the sidewalks of the
Flushing neighborhood in
Queens.

Shiva Haran, the temple
president, estimated that
1,200-1,300 people participat-
ed in the procession on July 28
afternoon. There were also
scores of people waiting in the
house of worship to receive the
participants.

The person who appeared as
Sai Baba at the procession
drew tremendous praise along
with the early 20th century
saint’s associates such as

Hemadpant, Madhvrao
Deshpande, Nanasaheb
Chandorkar and Kaka
Mahajan. A horse also formed
part of the procession to give
authenticity to the yatra.

Said Shiva Haran, who also
walked as part
of the

yatra,
“The Punjabi-
Maharashtrian dhol; women
wearing Marathi-style saris
dancing to the rhythmic music;
and the all-round enthusiasm
of the devotees as well as the
onlookers remind us all of our
motherland.”

Narasimha Rao Bonda, the
main coordinator of the pro-
cession, was equally enthusias-
tic. “Baba himself helped us
stage the spectacular event. It
has never happened here (in
the US) and might not happen
again in our lifetime. He was
there everywhere and show-
ered his blessings on every-
one,” Bonda said with excite-
ment.

An IT consultant in New
York who is in his 40s, Satish

Sabarad, was the cynosure of
all eyes. He appeared as Sai
Baba. When he was coming out
of the temple, a few devotees
were seen touching his feet. He
himself sounded highly devo-
tional.

A member of
the interfaith segment said that
along with other houses of
worship, he visits the Sai Baba
temple once a month. Raj
Bhushan's is a multireligious
family as he married a Muslim,
his daughter-in-law is Jewish
and daughter is married to a
Christian. "If one tries to
understand others' religions
and cultures, the world will be
a more peaceful place to live
in," he remarked.

The Flushing temple, though
formally inaugurated in 2010,
has been in existence for the
last 30 years. There are nearly
50 houses of worship in the US
dedicated to the Shirdi saint.

For further info, please visit
www.dwarakamaishirdi.org

Another Jain Professorship set up  

Procession and centennial of 
Sai Baba draws 5,000 in Flushing
The procession named Ek Yatra had representatives of all religions in a major interfaith segment

Drs  Jasvant and Meera Modi’s gift of
$800,000 is to establish the professorship
at California State University Northridge.

Scenes from the procession on July 28 organized by the 
Shri Shirdi Sai Baba Temple of Flushing. 
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L
ove! Divine Love! It
existed even before the
world came into exis-

tence, it is present today, and
it will be there even after the
world perishes. It is the basis
of entire existence. There is a
section in the New Testament
that exquisitely explains the
reason this world came into
being. Why did this world
come into existence? When
God was overwhelmed with
his own love, his love over-
flowed and became the basis
for the world’s existence. And
when his love grew boundless,
he felt the desire to be known,
to be understood, to be
sought. That is why he created
human beings, and thus the
existence of human beings is
the greatest evidence of God’s
love.

It is another matter that
today the very word love has
come to be aligned with
almost everything and more
often than not used quite
meaninglessly. But it is not
what is mistakenly believed,
proclaimed and professed
these days. A Sufi poet has
said that the heart that is
attracted to and falls in love
with just about anyone, has
not really learnt to be a lover
in the real sense. If at all you
want to be a lover, you must
burn in the flame that is in
your own heart. Light the
flame in your heart, be a lover
like the moth, whose attrac-
tion for the flame drives him
mad and despite knowing the
consequences it gets closer
and closer to be destroyed
eventually, thus, immolate

yourself in this self-lit fire of
love. Has anyone ever seen
such a love where the lover is
seen but the beloved is not
seen anywhere? The fact is
that one who is invisible is ‘the
reality’ and what we are actu-
ally seeing - the visible self - is
a fallacy. Were you there a
hundred years ago? No! You
will again be non-existent in
about ten, twenty or thirty
years. Whatever is visible
today, will come to naught. All
that will be left of the body will
be ash. Though you are visible
right now, this visibility is a
fallacy. You are visible but
mortal. Almighty is invisible
yet true. And the path of love
is amongst various paths on

the journey to Truth, so
beautifully exemplified by the
lives of well-known mystics
like Meerabai, Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu and more.

Shams-e-Tabreez, while
teaching Jalaluddin Rumi to
love God with his heart and
not with his mind, has put it so
aptly, “Leave everything.
Enough of verse and dogma.
Now let your heart be kindled
with the fire of love! Now illu-
mine your heart with the glow
of love’s fire.”

You too burn in the fire of
divine love. This fire cannot be
sourced from outside. You
have to kindle it within and
‘you’ yourself have to burn in
this fire - nobody else can do it

for you. Just as a small spark
burns down a whole house and
even the goods inside, similar-
ly a small spark of divine love
is enough to annihilate your
mind with all its desires, jeal-
ousy and lust. No one knows
how and to whom it happens,
but whenever and wherever it
does there cannot be a bigger
blessing than this!

Not where the musk of happi-
ness blows,
Nor where darkness and fears
never tread;
Not in the homes of 
perpetual smiles,
Nor in the heaven of a land of
prosperity
Would I be born,
If I must put on mortal garb
once more.
Dread famine may prowl and
tear my flesh,
Yet would I love to be again
In my Hindustan.
A million thieves of disease
May try to steal the body’s fleeting health;
And clouds of fate
May shower scalding drops of searing sorrow—
Yet would I there, in India,
Love to reappear!
Is this love of mine blind sentiment
That sees not the pathways of reason?
Ah, no! I love India,
For there I learned first to love God and all
things beautiful.
Some teach to seize the fickle dewdrop, life,
Sliding down the lotus leaf of time;
Stubborn hopes are built
Around the gilded, brittle body-bubble.
But India taught me to love
The soul of deathless beauty in the dewdrop and the
bubble—
Not their fragile frames.

Her sages taught me to find my Self,
Buried beneath the ash heaps
Of incarnations of ignorance.
Through many a land of power, plenty, and science
My soul, garbed sometimes as an Oriental,
Sometimes as an Occidental, Travelled far and
wide,
Seeking Itself; At last, in India, to find Itself.
Though mortal fires raze all her homes and
golden paddy fields,
Yet to sleep on her ashes and dream immortality,
O India, I will be there!
The guns of science and matter Have boomed on her
shores,
Yet she is unconquered.

Her soul is free evermore!
Her soldier saints are away,
To rout with realization’s ray
The bandits of hate, prejudice,
and patriotic selfishness;

And to burn the walls of separation dark
Between children of the One, One Father.
The Western brothers by matter’s might have con-
quered my land;
Blow, blow aloud, her conch shells all!
India now invades with love,
To conquer their souls. Better than Heaven or
Arcadia
I love Thee, O my India!
And thy love I shall give
To every brother nation that lives.
God made the earth;
Man made confining countries
And their fancy-frozen boundaries.
But with newfound boundless love
I behold the borderland of my India
Expanding into the world.
Hail, mother of religions, lotus, scenic
beauty, and sages!
Thy wide doors are open,
Welcoming God’s true sons through all ages.
Where Ganges, woods, Himalayan caves,
and men dream God—
I am hallowed; my body touched that sod.

Gurumaa is a mystic and
spiritual master with her
main ashram in Sonipat,
Haryana, India. 
She travels every year to
other countries to give 
discourses and hold 
meditation workshops.  

By Anandmurti Gurumaa

New Testament says: When God was overwhelmed with his own love,
his love overflowed and became the basis
for the world’s existence. And when his
love grew boundless, he felt the desire to
be known, to be understood, to be sought.
That is why he created human beings,
and thus the existence of human beings is
the greatest evidence of God’s love.  

DIVINE LOVE

My India

Paramahansa Yogananda (1893 – 1952) is
known for his spiritual masterpiece
‘Autobiography of a Yogi’. He taught Kriya
Yoga and founded Self Realization Fellowship
from California in 1920.

If I must put on mortal 
garb once more.
Dread famine may
prowl and tear my flesh,
Yet would I love to be
again
In my Hindustan. 

A poem by
Paramahansa
Yogananda



In 1986 Darshan Singh Bagga
bought a single‐story shopping
center in Rego Park, NY at a stiff
price and added 9 stories on top.
This 10 story Bagga Tower with
residential condos was inaugu‐
rated in 1999 on the Khalsa
Tercentennial anniversary. Mr.
Bagga was challenged by labor
unions that they will not let
him construct a building with‐
out employing union labor,
but he hired a contractor
and finished the building
without using scaffolding
and trolley to take up con‐

struction material. In the
process, he successfully
sponsored an amend‐
ment to the NYC Tax
abatement law which
will be applicable to
building above an exist‐
ing structure, benefitting
countless others.

In Flushing, NY, he bought a 10,000 sq. ft shopping
center in 1987 and developed it to about approx.
50,000 sq. ft Bagga Center, adding a beautiful 
apartment complex with 21 luxury apartments,
with tenants such as Dollar Tree, a church and a
school.   Now Darshan Bagga is planning to spend
hundreds of thousands of dollars for projects to
further the identity of Sikhs and promote Indian
culture. This will include a Gadar Memorial Hall,
Medical Clinic and an Interfaith Library in his
Bagga Plaza II. He has been working hard with
American politicians to introduce Sikhism as a
subject in the Public‐School System. 

Darshan Singh Bagga developed a 30,000 sq. ft Bagga Plaza on a 1.5‐acre plot in

Hicksville, NY bought in 2001. The local American Community objected to the
project and wrote a letter to Mr. Bagga that “undesirable” Indian Immigrants

will not be allowed to build the hotel in Hicksville. Based on their objection, the

Town of Oyster Bay rejected his application in 2004 for “Bagga Plaza”. However

Mr Bagga fought through the judicial system and after 7 years and millions
spent in court, He finally won the case in the NY State Supreme Court.

Interestingly, Hicksville central Broadway shopping area is now dotted by Indian

retail stores, restaurants and other businesses, now known as another “Little

India”. He was the first Indian to buy land in this area, becoming “The man who

envisioned Hicksville as Little India in 2001” as headlined by a local newspaper.
This is why Darshan Singh Bagga is known as a visionary developer.

Visionary Developer & Investor
While moving up in his profession as engineer, Darshan Singh Bagga realized that he may not go beyond the supervisor
position, but he had already started a side business as general contractor.  In 1981, he bought a 96‐apartment building

in partnership and a 2‐acre plot of land in Old Brookville, Long Island, over which he built his palatial house in 1983.
He was perhaps the first Indian who built as a general contractor in the posh area. Here is his further journey as a

visionary builder developer – starting with $70 in his pocket  and ending up developing approx 300,000 sq feet. 

Bagga Tower Bagga Plaza II 

Bagga plaza III 

In 2002, Mr Bagga bought a 45,000 sq. ft mall on 6 acres in

Woodbury‐Syosset area, which was lying vacant for 4

years despite attempts by developers who lost hundreds of

thousands of dollars. He doubled the building size to

100,000 sq. ft. and created a successful shopping mall,

Bagga Plaza in this posh area of Long Island. He rented this

Bagga Plaza to prestigious stores such as Marshalls, Home

Goods and Petco. He named this mall as Bagga Plaza with

the Sikh symbol of Khanda. Today in Nassau County, Bagga

Plaza is in a prestigious area. Politicians and all concerned

went on to compliment him for it, saying, “What you did

was great by adding to the beauty of the Town.” The Asian

American Society in 2006 honored him as a “Visionary

Developer of the Year” for his unique work. 

The World Punjabi
Organization gave the Punjab
Rattan Award to Mr Bagga in

2016, recognizing, among
other things, his visionary real

estate development.

Bagga Plaza I
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